
SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT FOR RISING SENIORS
Choose two of the following titles, and for each book write a one page book review in which you
describe how your experience reading the book:

● helped you learn about a new topic, situation, place, or historical circumstance
● encouraged you to make connections to your own identity and experiences
● caused you to view something in a different way or challenged your previous thinking
● helped you understand why the book is considered a literary classic that is worthy of critical

acclaim and enduring celebration

Book Choices

The Color of Water by James McBride
A Black Man’s Tribute to his White Mother. This memoir alternates between his descriptions of his early life
growing up in New York and his mother Ruth's experiences growing up in Virginia.
Buy the book here
Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCourt
Frank McCourt’s memoir details his difficult, poverty-stricken, yet hopeful childhood in the slums of Limerick,
Ireland, as well as his young adulthood in Brooklyn, N.Y.
Buy the book here
Nectar in a Sieve by Kamala Markandaya
A 12-year old girl is forced to marry an older man in India and struggles to keep her family together as she
battles poverty and the changes of living in an increasingly globalized world.
Buy the book here
Snow Falling on Cedars by David Guterson
Set off the coast of Washington state, this legal thriller explores Japanese internment during WWII and
the lasting emotional impact of lost love.
Buy the book here
The Life of Pi by Yann Martel
A story about a young man who survives a harrowing shipwreck and months living in a lifeboat with a tiger.  It
explores issues of spirituality, identity, society, and religion.
Buy the book here
Autobiography of Malcolm X by Alex Haley
The life, struggles, imprisonment, and triumphs of Malcolm X are revealed in this autobiographical account of
Malcolm X’s experiences and influence on American society.
Buy the book here
Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson
This young adult novel follows a young girl, Melinda, as she tries to cope with school after a traumatic and
horrible event disrupts her life.
Buy the book here

All of these books are very popular and should be available at your local library and on
various websites. Should you have any concerns or questions while working on this
assignment, you may email Mrs. Villegas at aauerbach@nychscl.org. Your two book

reviews will be collected during the first week of class in the fall.

https://www.amazon.com/Color-Water-James-McBride-ebook/dp/B001EGQNCI/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+color+of+water&qid=1623436537&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Angelas-Ashes-Memoir-Frank-McCourt-ebook/dp/B000FBJFSC/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1Q9L03Y932CS7&dchild=1&keywords=angelas+ashes&qid=1623436590&sprefix=Angelas%2Caps%2C168&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Nectar-Sieve-Kamala-Markandaya/dp/177464181X/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1623697968&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B006ZM4AAI/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
https://www.amazon.com/Life-Pi-Yann-Martel/dp/0156027321/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=the+life+of+pi&qid=1623436710&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Autobiography-Malcolm-X-MALCOLM-ebook/dp/B013ZNNX5C/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=autobiography+of+malcolm+x&qid=1623436748&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Speak-Laurie-Halse-Anderson/dp/0312674392/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=speak&qid=1623436483&sr=8-1
mailto:aauerbach@nychscl.org

